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BOOK REVIEWS 

L'Asile interne devant le Droit International. By Dr. C. M. Tobar y 
Borgofio. Paris: V. Giard & E. Briere. pp. 367. 

The purpose of the author is primarily to develop the history of the 
right of asylum. To this end, he begins with the earliest cities of refuge 
and traces the political and religious idea involved in their existence down 
to the present, particularly devoting himself to the modern development 
illustrated in the reception by legations and consulates of those who flee 
from arrest for supposed political offenses. Although a South American, 
the design of the author is to attack from the standpoint of logic, as well 
as of precedent, the rightfulness of recourse to such asylum. His open- 
ing chapter indicates very well the underlying idea of the book. "In- 
ternational law," he says, "notwithstanding the inequality of countries, 
should apply to all alike, since it is the expression of reason and justice; 
so that were another rule adopted, international law would disappear, 
for it would become unjust and irrational. This is why we have under- 
taken to consider the right of asylum, which has disappeared in Europe, 
and which, however, some desire to preserve perpetually in Latin Amer- 
ica, creating thus, between free and independent, and consequently 
equal, countries an impossible and unjust legal distinction. Diplomatic 
asylum, serving no purpose in international politics, and being, on the 
other hand, an institution which places certain countries in a juridical 
condition inferior to others, is absurd and unjust." 

The author asks himself whether the abolition of the right of asylum 
is proper and feasible. His answer is in the affirmative, and he believes, 
evidently, that the abolition of the right of asylum would have a ma- 
terial effect in doing away with the revolutions which still continue to 
curse some of the countries of South America. 

The work under consideration is a large storehouse of information 
relative to modern instances of resort to the right of asylum and of 
illustrations of the attitude of various nations with regard thereto. A 
student of the subject should, however, supplement this work by refer- 
ence to Moore's International Law Digest, with which, apparently, the 
author is unacquainted, but which gives in detail the American position 
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on the subject. After all, although the general attitude of the American 
Government has been hostile to the right of asylum and in this respect 
in accord with the ideas of the author, nevertheless, American Secretaries 
of State, as well as the author himself, have recognized the fact that 
certain South and Central American countries appear to acknowledge 
its existence and allow their actions to be controlled thereby, and that 
considerations of humanity still justify a recognition of the right, how- 
ever slim its foundation in abstract law. Jackson H. Ralston. 

The Betrayal. By Admiral Lord Charles Beresford, R. N., M. P. Lon- 
don: P. S. King & Son. pp. 279, 2s. 6d. 

Lord Charles Beresford has had a brilliant career as a naval officer, 
and in his endeavors for the establishment of a Naval Intelligence Office 
and a War Staff has rendered great service to his country. His views 
upon naval matters should be received with respect and proper con- 
sideration, but when he comes to deal with matters considering interna- 
tional war rights and international law he can be recognized as an old 
time English naval officer of the school of the force majeure. He has not 
recognized the fact that times have changed, that England is now more 
of a neutral than a belligerent and that there are other naval Powers in 
existence that possess strong navies and are ready to be tenacious as to 
their commercial and neutral as well as belligerent rights. 

It is not our purpose to discuss the views advanced and the criticism 
made as to the naval policy pure and simple of Great Britain, but when 
the author discusses the question of the Declaration of London he comes 
within the domain of the purposes of this Journal, that of international 
law. 

The discussion following the formation of the Declaration of London 
and the introduction of the proposed Naval Prize Law has served a good 
purpose in making known to the casual Englishman and, above all, to the 
casual English naval officer, that there was a thing called international 
law which existed outside of national wishes and the naval regulations. 
Dr. A. Pearce Higgins, of London, who has written the best work on the 
Hague Conferences and the Naval Conference of London published 
abroad, says that "the recent discussions on the Declaration of London 
and the Naval Prize Bill by drawing attention to the importance of 
International Law have, I think, gone a long way towards breaking 
down the hitherto prevailing idea that the law of nations is the concern 
of only a few specialists." 



